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Bovilis® IBR Marker live contains live, attenuated IBR marker vaccine BHV-1 strain GK/D (gE- ). 
For the active immunisation of cattle against infectious bovine rhinotracheitis virus. Withdrawal period: zero days. 
Legal Category: ROI  POM(E)   NI  POM-V . 
 

Use Medicines Responsibly 

For further information see SPC, contact prescriber or MSD Animal Health,  
Red Oak North, South County Business Park, Leopardstown, Dublin 18, Ireland. 
Tel: +353(0)1 2970220. E-Mail: vet-support.ie@merck.com  
Web: www.msd-animal-health.ie 
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7. Herds with high prevalence of IBR may need to vaccinate calves from 2 weeks of age intranasally. 
8. When first vaccination is given between 2 weeks and 3 months intranasally, a second  

vaccination should be given at 3-4 months either intranasally or intramuscularly. 
*Intramuscular vaccination

www.bovilis.ie

A HERD  
APPROACH  
TO IBR LIVE  
VACCINATION

Bovilis® IBR Marker Live 

3 months  
of age8  

IM vaccination*

9 months  
of age  

IM Vaccination* 21 months  
of age  

IM Vaccination* 

Talk to your vet about whole herd vaccination  
and the 12 month duration of immunity of Bovilis® IBR Marker Live 

Impact of IBR

High 
temperature   

(as high  
as 42°C)

Reduced 
appetite

Loud, fast 
breathing

Discharge 
from the  
eyes and 

nose

Reduced 
milk yield 

Depression Abortion

A seroprevalence study6 in Ireland showed 
that almost 75% of herds had evidence of 
exposure to IBR. The seroprevalence for 
dairy and beef herds was not significantly 
different but there was a significant 
provincial difference, with Leinster having 
the highest incidence and Munster the 
lowest. County-level seroprevalence 
information from the same study (and a 
related study in Northern Ireland), not 
included in the publication, are given in the 
map opposite.

Herd level prevalence 

of IBR by county

@msd_ah MSD Animal Health Ireland - Cattle & Sheep

BOVILIS® IBR MARKER LIVE 

Check out our vaccination 

protocol video

Scan with phone camera

Clinical Infection 

Clinical infections usually occur 
when animals are infected for 
the first time and can vary from 
mild to severe. Some clinical 
signs of IBR can be seen in the 
image opposite.

Subclinical Infection 

Subclinical infections are those that do not have overt clinical signs 
and for this reason can go unnoticed in a herd.

Subclinical 
IBR can 
result in 
losses of 

2.6kg  
of 

milk/cow/day4

IRELAND’S 

No.1  
IBR  

VACCINE1

IB
R vaccination starts with the calf 7

 The ONLY live IBR vaccine with 12 month duration of immunity2



Bovilis IBR Marker Live 

6 Months

FIGURE 2

+In high prevalence herds, vaccination can be carried out by intranasal administration to calves from two weeks of age. When the first vaccination is given between the 
age of 2 weeks and 3 months, the next vaccination should be given at an age of 3-4 months.

2nd IM  
injection

1st IM 
injection

Birth

Single 2 ml injection into the muscle at    3, 9, 21months of age

AGE:

Next revaccination with Bovilis IBR marker live within 12 months

Annual Booster  
IM injection 

12 Months

Infectious Bovine 

Rhinotracheitis (IBR)  

IBR is an infectious respiratory 

disease of cattle 

Infection with IBR virus is widespread in the 
cattle population in Ireland, with evidence of 
exposure in over 75% of herds (both beef and dairy). It is 
capable of causing disease (both clinical and subclinical) 
resulting in huge economic losses at farm level through 
lack of production and treatment costs. The majority of 
infections are seen in cattle greater than 12 months of 
age, however all ages are potentially at risk of IBR.

As stock numbers increase, housing capacity does not always follow, leaving buildings overstocked. Overcrowding, 
mixing of age groups, inadequate nutrition and poor ventilation are some of the risk factors associated with bovine 
respiratory disease. Stressors such as weaning, calving, transportation and marts, all have a negative effect on 
immune defence mechanisms. Consequently, viruses such as IBR have an greater opportunity to cause disease.

IBR has been diagnosed in cattle in the Republic of Ireland since 
1989

BUILDINGS 
OVERSTOCKED

MIXING OF AGE 
GROUPS

MOVEMENT OF 
ANIMALS

MARTS INADEQUATE 
NUTRITION

   Factors influencing disease occurrence

Irish Dairy Herd 
15%  in dairy cows 

(+185,900 cows) 

25%  in milk production > 1.5 million dairy 
replacement 
calves born 

Between 2015 and 20183:
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Bovilis® IBR Marker Live Vaccination Protocol  - Intranasal: From 2 weeks of age (optional)+ 

- Intramuscular (IM): From 3 months of age

Q&A on IBR disease and Bovilis IBR Marker Live  

Q  Do I need to vaccinate my herd for IBR?  

       It is an endemic disease in Ireland, we know that 75% of herds have been exposed to IBR. Clinical signs 
are not always present in infected cattle. Subclinical disease (without signs) can result in losses of 2.6kg of 
milk/cow/day4. Speak to your vet regarding prevalence testing with bulk milk tank surveillance and blood 
sampling animals in the herd. 

Q  What are the risk factors for my herd when it comes to introducing IBR virus? 

     • Purchasing stock (especially without a quarantine procedure) 
     • Mixing stock from two different farms, including contract rearing operations 
     • Poor boundary fences, IBR can spread for up to five metres 
     • Personnel/farm workers who are in contact with other stock 

Q  I vaccinate my cows and heifers against IBR – should I vaccinate my calves? 

       The benefit from whole herd IBR vaccination starting with the calves is that all animals are protected from 
the virus thus minimising the number of new infections. This is so important as every animal that is 
infected with IBR becomes a lifelong (latent) carrier and these animals are the constant source of infection 
in the herd.  

Q  I vaccinate every 6 months against IBR - can I move to every 12 months now? 

       12 monthly vaccination (after the initial 2 vaccinations 6 months apart) may be suitable for low prevalence 
IBR herds. Speak to your vet on how to assess and monitor herd prevalence.  

Q  Which vaccine should I use for IBR protection - live or inactivated? 

       In general, MSD Animal Health advise using a live IBR vaccination 
protocol (see figure 2). Less shedding of the virus occurs in newly 
infected animals that have previously been vaccinated with live 
vaccine compared to animals that had received inactivated vaccine. 
Studies have shown that live IBR marker vaccines provide better 
protection against clinical signs than inactivated vaccines5. There is 
limited evidence that using inactivated vaccine can result in a better 
reduction of shedding by reactivated latently infected animals than live 
vaccine. Bulls intended for use as future AI sires must not be 
vaccinated with any type of IBR vaccine.

Bovilis® IBR Marker Live 

IBR CONTROL: Vaccination Starts With The Calf 

There are 3 components to controlling this disease: 

To keep the disease out of IBR 
free herds and to limit the spread 
in herds with IBR positive 
animals. 

Culling of animals which have 
tested positive for IBR. In many 
herds this is not a practical option 
as there are simply too many 
animals which are positive (once 
infected an animal becomes a 
life-long carrier) and therefore it 
would not be economically viable.

For effective control of IBR, 
vaccination must: 

• Reduce the number of new 
infections - main cause of virus 
spreading in a herd 

• Reduce severity of clinical signs 
- limit cost of disease impact

  1. Biosecurity   2. Culling   3. Vaccination 

Check out our vaccination protocol video

Scan with phone camera

For more information on IBR and Bovilis IBR Marker Live check out www.bovilis.ie/ibr  


